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PICTURING
BADMINTON

The Badminton Association of Thailand recently
promoted badminton as a ‘sport for all’ through a
photography competition.
BAT challenged photographers to capture the sport
as one which can be played by anyone, anywhere
at any time – and to show the public how easily
badminton can be integrated into their daily lives.
This photo won second prize, showing a brother
and sister playing against their mother. It was taken
by Mr. Thechatat Thammanitkij in Chiang Mai.
“We wanted to inspire photographers to take
photos to promote the importance of badminton –
and sport in general,” said BAT President Khunying
Patama Leeswadtrakul.
“These photos show people having fun and
exercising while playing badminton. They also
highlight the power of sport in strengthening
relationships among families and friends.”
The competition was supported by Princess
Sirivannavari Nariratana who donated trophies for
the winners.
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KEY DATES
03-08 July

BLIBLI Indonesia Open (Super 1000), Jakarta

10-15 July

TOYOTA Thailand Open (Super 500), Bangkok

17-22 July

Singapore Open (Super 500), Singapore

18-22 July

Badminton Asia Junior Championships (Individual),
Jakarta

18-20 July

Pan Am Junior Team Championships, Salvador
Bahia (Brazil)

23-26 July

Pan Am Junior Championships U-19, Salvador Bahia

23-25 July

African Youth Games, Algiers

24-29 July

YONEX Akita Masters (Super 100), Akita (Japan)

24-29 July

Russian Open (Super 100), Vladivostok

30 Jul – 5 Aug

TOTAL BWF World Championships (Grade 1),
Nanjing

07-12 Aug

YONEX-SUNRISE Vietnam Open (Super 100),
Ho Chih Minh City

19-28 Aug

Asian Games (Team, Individual), Jakarta

28 Aug - 2 Sep

Spain Masters (Super 300), Barcelona

04-09 Sep

Hyderabad Open (Super 100), Hyderabad (India)

07-11 Sep

European Junior Team Championships, Tallinn
(Estonia)

11-16 Sep

DAIHATSU YONEX Japan Open (Super 750),
Tokyo

11-16 Sep

European Junior Championships, Tallinn (Estonia)

18-23 Sep

VICTOR China Open (Super 1000), Changzhou

18-23 Sep

BANGKA BELITUNG Indonesia Masters (Super
100), Pangkalpinang

25-30 Sep

VICTOR Korea Open (Super 500), Seoul
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REFEREES GO ‘SEMI-PRO’
In another landmark step in its history, the
Badminton World Federation is professionalising
its technical officials with the appointment of the
first four semi-professional BWF Referees – ahead
of a similar upgrade for BWF Umpires in 2020.
As of 1 July, this year, the following persons began
duties as semi-professional Referees, hired by the
world-governing organisation for the next two-anda-half years until 31 December, 2020:
•
•
•
•

Pencho Stoynov (Bulgaria)
Eric Lissillour (France)
Carsten Koch (Germany)
Girish Natu (India)

Under their terms of agreement, they will be
assigned up to six events per year as BWF
Referees (both Referee and Deputy Referee
appointments) to BWF-sanctioned Grade 1 and 2
tournaments.
In addition, they will each spend ‘up to 21 days’
assisting BWF with other related responsibilities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Workshops for referees at BWF level as well
as at continental-confederation and memberassociation levels
Mentoring BWF Referees
Developing education and other technical
materials
Visiting competition venues
Inspecting equipment
Other work

Chair – BWF Referee Assessment Panel, Torsten
Berg, hailed the introduction of semi-professional
technical officials as a significant occasion in the
evolution of the sport.
“It’s a milestone we have achieved with the
appointment of the first four semi-professional
BWF Referees.

“The standard of the presentation of badminton
has been improving and officiating needs to
keep pace with this ever-evolving situation, as
well as with servicing an increasing number of
tournaments,” he said, outlining the rationale for
BWF’s decision.
“So this is BWF’s response to the challenge –
which is a good challenge that we face because
of badminton’s rising status. Just as we have taken
other aspects of our sport to a higher level, we are
now doing the same with technical officials.
“These semi-professional BWF Referees will
provide players and fans with an ever-improving
quality of officiating in the HSBC BWF World Tour
and TOTAL BWF Major Events.”
Berg added that more semi-professional BWF
Referees will be appointed later this year when
all applicants have been appraised and this will
be followed by the appointment of the first semiprofessional BWF Umpires in January 2020.
“Badminton has been developing quickly and we
want to ensure that officiating develops similarly,”
he concluded.

CELEBRATING BWF’S
84TH ANNIVERSARY
5 JULY 1934 - 5 JULY 2018
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EDITORIAL

Dear Colleagues and Friends
We have had an eventful three months since our last Shuttle World, with key news in
our sport both on and off the court.
Our Annual General Meeting in May comes to mind prominently given the importance
of a number of matters on the agenda and the attention which they received from
diverse stakeholders, including our members, players, entourage, corporate
partners, fans and, of course, the media.
As you all know, our membership voted to retain the 3x21 (three games to 21 points)
format as the official scoring system of badminton. The BWF Council’s proposal to
change to five games to 11 points did not receive the required two-thirds majority in
voting in Bangkok, Thailand.
A total of 252 votes were cast by the BWF membership, with 129 votes in favour of
changing the scoring format while 123 votes went against the motion. A total of 168
votes would have been necessary for the scoring system to be changed. A related
proposal to reduce on-court coaching and introduce time-outs was subsequently
withdrawn given its integration with the scoring-system innovation.

Poul-Erik Høyer
BWF President

Our membership has spoken and we respect its decision to retain three games to
21 points, though clearly our proposal resonated with a significant section of our
members.
During the build-up to and during the meeting, many heart-felt opinions were
expressed and it was obvious this was a fundamental matter which delegates – and
other stakeholders – deliberated thoughtfully and thoroughly. It is seldom easy to
determine the right time to change and I wish to thank everyone who contributed to
this democratic process for their diligence.
Meanwhile, the Council’s proposal for a fixed-height service did achieve the twothirds majority, with 177 votes out of 222 votes effecting this change.
We are continuing to test the Experimental Service Law (Fixed Height), which started
in March, at top-level tournaments and this will run until 10 December when the new
Law is implemented. The Experimental Service Law mandates that “the whole of the
shuttle shall be below 1.15 metres from the surface of the court at the instant of
being hit by the server’s racket”. Further experimentation is primarily to determine
if 1.15 metres is the correct height or if this should be adjusted.
The serve is an integral part of badminton. Over the years, we have been looking to
improve how the service laws are applied to ensure greater fairness. After detailed
consultations with top coaches from badminton’s powerhouse countries, and
significant testing, we are confident the fixed-height service is a major improvement.
I wish to commend and thank the Badminton Association of Malaysia for its proposal
at last year’s AGM to trial fixed-height serving which started this process. The next
phase will consider how technology may be able to support the implementation of
the fixed-height service.
It was not all meetings in Bangkok, we enjoyed some captivating badminton too!
The TOTAL BWF Thomas & Uber Cup Finals 2018 served up high drama and
excitement right until the end in which Li Junhui and Liu Yuchen snatched four
straight points to wrest the Men’s World Team Championship for China – leaving
veteran warrior Lin Dan to relax and savour victory without taking the court versus
Japan.
In the Uber Cup, Japan proved worthy top seeds as they revelled in their first
Women’s World Team Championship in 37 years.
While the winners executed their mission to perfection with all-round brilliance,
they had to share the limelight with runners-up Thailand. In a landmark result for
the hosts, their singles players orchestrated a stunning semi-final upset of China –
the defending champions and 14-time Uber Cup queens. That 3-2 success will be
remembered for a long time in Bangkok.
I wish to congratulate our new champions as well as the silver and bronze medallists
who fought well and contributed to a wonderful event. Finally, I would like to thank the
Badminton Association of Thailand – in particular BAT President Khunying Patama
Leeswadtrakul and her organising committee – for graciously hosting us in the Land
of Smiles.

Poul-Erik Høyer
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BRIGHT LEGACY FOR
AFRICAN PARA-BADMINTON
The African Para-Badminton Legacy Project has
been hailed as a potential catalyst for developing
the sport across the continent.

Paralympic Committee, in partnership with the
Badminton Confederation of Africa and the
Uganda Badminton Association.

The three-day programme (21-23 April), which
included training for players and coaches
as well as workshops for administrators and
national classifiers, provided a comprehensive
perspective of para-badminton for about 40
participants from Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya,
Nigeria and host nation, Uganda.

“After the success of our Project in Peru last year,
we knew that we had to bring it to Africa. We see
the potential that this region has to develop parabadminton and we want to give it a boost.

BWF Vice-President – Para-Badminton, Paul
Kurzo, was thrilled to see the enthusiasm for this
initiative which was co-funded by the Badminton
World Federation and AGITOS Foundation,
the development agency of the International

“We are very happy that 32 new athletes
participated in this initiative and had the
opportunity to compete in their first tournament,”
said Kurzo, referring to the Uganda ParaBadminton International 2018 which was held in
Kampala after the Project.
“Our BWF officers and coaches have given
you the tools and knowledge to return to your
communities and develop the sport. You are now
part of our growing para-badminton family.”
Project Co-ordinator, Simon Mugabe, highlighted

para-badminton’s uplifting nature and the
camaraderie which it sparked among the group.
“It’s wonderful to see these people with disabilities
enjoying their lives because, in many cases, they
have been left behind. Using badminton to bring
people from different countries together has
been great. First, they see they are not alone, in
terms of having disabilities, and also that having
a disability does not mean they cannot play and
enjoy sport too,” he said.
“This has been an eye-opener for many players
who have come here, especially those who are
new to badminton.”
Meanwhile, tutor Ian Bridge lauded the “positive
attitude which the players displayed throughout
the three days”.
“What most impressed me was their ability to
absorb the information and quickly put it into
practice. Over the three days, which isn’t very
long, they have improved significantly in their
standard of play and I look forward to hearing
how they do in the tournament.
“Some players showed natural talent. There’s
a lot of potential here. It’s a question of what
they wish to do with it. If they wish to commit
themselves and put the effort in, there is no
reason why they can’t become very good and
proficient badminton players.”

Ugandan coach, Masiko
Edwin, assists a player.

The players’ training, which began with basics
about techniques and movement as well as
learning about the challenges for different
classifications, roped in regional coaches who
assisted Bridge and fellow tutor, Guillaume
Gailly, while simultaneously honing their skills.
Off the courts, the Administrator Workshop
and National Classifier Workshop occupied the
attention of administrators from the participating
nations, with BWF staff and a team of classifiers,
led by Chief Classifer Dr. Syamsul Rizal,
delivering the courses.
Ugandan para-badminton administrator, Masiko
Edwin, said both workshops were informative.

BWF Junior Events Manager, Syahmi
Sabron, addresses participants.
Tutor Ian Bridge explains a
drill to Elizabeth Mwesigwa.
BADMINTON WORLD FEDERATION

“Learning how to classify players is a key aspect
of the sport. In addition, the administration
course opened my eyes regarding how to better
manage para-badminton and how to develop the
sport in my country and region.”
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SPOTLIGHT ON
MOMOTA, TAI TZU YING
MEN’S SINGLES
Can Kento Momota (1) do what none of his
predecessors from Japan have in the 41
years of the World Championships?

is India’s Kidambi Srikanth, who has had
a modest season so far, but will arrive in
Nanjing well rested after he chose to skip the
Thomas Cup.

The Japanese will be one of those in the
spotlight when the TOTAL BWF World
Championships 2018 start in Nanjing on
Monday July 30.

China have a strong presence with all their
three qualifiers – Shi Yuqi, Chen Long and
Lin Dan – having qualified in the top 8. Shi
was the fulcrum of the team during their
Thomas Cup campaign, and having won the
All England earlier this year, the Chinese is
as good a bet as anyone else for the World
title.

In his comeback after missing 15 months of
international badminton, the Japanese has
hit an even higher level than his previously
impressive standard. At his biggest event
since his return – the Badminton Asia
Championships 2018 in Wuhan in April –
Momota beat four top players on the way to
the title: Shi Yuqi (China), Chou Tien Chen
(Chinese Taipei), Lee Chong Wei (Malaysia)
and Chen Long (China).
The Japanese ace then spearheaded his
country’s Thomas Cup challenge, helping
Japan into the final, where he beat Chen
Long once again. Japan might have lost the
final, but Momota came away with an all-win
record, including one over reigning World
champion Viktor Axelsen. The 23-year-old
was also the runner-up at the CELCOM
AXIATA Malaysia Open before conquering
Axelsen again in the BLIBLI Indonesia Open
finale. Such form marks him out as a strong
contender for a title that no Japanese Men’s
Singles player has ever won.
Axelsen himself had an injury-disrupted early
season, but he won the PERODUA Malaysia
Masters and the European Championships
and will look to peak once more at the World
Championships. Another strong contender

Chen was runner-up in Wuhan and hasn’t won
a title since the China Open last year, while
Lin’s last major title was the Malaysia Open
in April 2017. Still, given their experience of
having won the World title, both Chen and
Lin can turn on the magic on their day.
The fans’ emotional favourite will of course
be Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei, who has
stumbled on the threshold of glory more
often that he would like to remember. Lee
won the Commonwealth Games gold and all
his matches at the Thomas Cup, indicating
he is in good touch. A record 12th Malaysia
Open crown followed by a semi-final finish in
Indonesia have also boosted his confidence.
WOMEN’S SINGLES
The player in red-hot form through most of
last year was Tai Tzu Ying (2), who surprised
fans by skipping the World Championships.
This year the Chinese Taipei star will
attempt to claim her first World title. Tai
has maintained her stunning run, claiming
five titles in six events, making her the top
contender.

Women’s Singles though is distinguished
by the depth of the field. Japan’s Akane
Yamaguchi won the YONEX German Open
and was runner-up at the YONEX All England,
while her compatriot Nozomi Okuhara
appeared to regain form at the Uber Cup
and in winning the TOYOTA Thailand Open.
Carolina Marin’s best performance was her
title win at the European Championships,
but the Spaniard, having won the World title
twice, will know exactly what she has to do
to claim a third.
Among other top contenders are India’s
Pusarla V Sindhu and Saina Nehwal; China’s
Chen Yufei and Thailand’s Ratchanok Intanon
– winner of the PERODUA Malaysia Masters.
USA’s Beiwen Zhang, who surprised Pusarla
in the final of the India Open; Canada’s
Michelle Li, Thailand’s Nitchaon Jindapol
and Japan’s Sayaka Sato and Aya Ohori are
all capable of progressing far into the draw.
MEN’S DOUBLES
Indonesia’s Marcus Fernaldi Gideon and
Kevin Sanjaya Sukamuljo (4) have been the
standout Men’s Doubles pair for almost three
years now, and will be keen to annex the
World title when the going is good. The duo
have won four events this year, making them
the leading pair to watch.
Defending champions Liu Cheng/Zhang Nan
won the DANISA Denmark Open last year
following their World title triumph, but have
not matched that effort since. Still, having
helped China to the Thomas Cup trophy, the
Chinese are hard to beat on their day. So are
Continues on Page 5
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young duo Li Junhui and Liu Yuchen, who showed exemplary fortitude to clinch the
final point for China at the Thomas Cup.
Chinese Taipei have four qualifiers, and the top three are capable of going far in the
tournament: Chen Hung-Ling/Wang Chi-Lin; Lee Yang/Lee Jhe-Huei and Lu Ching
Yao/Yang Po Han. Denmark’s Mads Conrad-Petersen/Mads Pieler Kolding and Kim
Astrup/Anders Skaarup Rasmussen; Japan’s Takeshi Kamura/Keigo Sonoda; Takuto
Inoue/Yuki Kaneko and Hiroyuki Endo/Yuta Watanabe; Thailand’s Tinn Isriyanet/
Kittisak Namdash; India’s Satwiksairaj Rankireddy/Chirag Shetty, England’s Chris
Langridge/Marcus Ellis, and Germany’s Mark Lamsfuss/Marvin Emil Seidel are among
those who could create an impact.
WOMEN’S DOUBLES
Japan will be brimming with confidence as four pairs have qualified. World No.1 duo
Yuki Fukushima/Sayaka Hirota won the German Open and the Asian Championships,
and will look to go one better than last year’s World Championships, where they
finished runners-up to China’s Chen Qingchen/Jia Yifan.
Olympic champions Misaki Matsutomo/Ayaka Takahashi won the Indonesian Masters,
while compatriots Shiho Tanaka/Koharu Yonemoto, winners of the Dubai World
Superseries Finals last December, were semi-finalists at the All England. They will be
joined by the young upcoming prospects Mayu Matsumoto/Wakana Nagahara, who
were also semi-finalists at the All England. Given Japan’s riches in this category, it will
be somewhat surprising if a non-Japanese pair claims the title.
Among those likely to spoil Japan’s party are defending champions Chen/Jia;
Indonesia’s Greysia Polii/Apriyani Rahayu; Korea’s Lee So Hee/Shin Seung Chan (3),
and China’s Huang Yaqiong/Yu Xiaohan. The Danes were first-time winners at the All
4

England and will have their tails up, while the Indonesians triumphed
in India and have shown they are capable of winning the big titles.
MIXED DOUBLES
The Mixed Doubles will likely see first-time winners as all the recent
winners have either retired (China’s Zhao Yunlei) or will not compete
this year (Indonesia’s Tontowi Ahmad and Liliyana Natsir).
China’s Wang Yilyu and Huang Dongping won the Asian title beating
Ahmad and Natsir in the final and that result will give them an edge
as they seek the World glory on home soil. Compatriots Zheng Siwei/
Huang Yaqiong (5) have been solid since they joined forces last
season, reaching the finals of seven of nine events they have taken
part in, and winning five of those.
Denmark’s Mathias Christiansen and Christinna Pedersen are also a
relatively new pair who have hit form since last year’s French Open.
Having won the India Open this year, the Danes will sense their
opportunity at this year’s Worlds.
Yuta Watanabe and Arisa Higashino had a stunning week at the All
England, and if they play like they did in Birmingham, the Japanese
can make history in Nanjing, for no other Japanese Mixed Doubles
pair has won a World title.
Hong Kong’s Tang Chun Man/Tse Ying Suet – winners in Denmark
and at the Malaysia Masters – and England’s Chris Adcock/Gabrielle
Adcock are among the top contenders.
BADMINTON WORLD FEDERATION
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‘UBER’-ACHIEVERS END DROUGHT

Japan’s (1) powerful armada sailed from Bangkok with the
Uber Cup title – their sixth overall and first in 37 years –
with commanding performances throughout the TOTAL
BWF Thomas & Uber Cup Finals 2018.

The top seeds arrived with a squad that was the envy
of all rivals and they did not disappoint fans, dropping
just two matches en route to the Women’s World Team
Championship. Their 3-0 rout of hosts Thailand (2) in the
final – with Akane Yamaguchi, Yuki Fukushima/Sayaka
Hirota and World champion Nozomi Okuhara winning their
matches in straight games – was anti-climactic for the
crowd, after they witnessed the home team sensationally
upset reigning champions China on the previous day.
China’s defeat in the semi-finals was the most significant
occurrence of this year’s event. For the first time since their
debut in the competition in 1984, China failed to reach the
final. Boasting 14 titles and three runner-up places, the
Chinese have been the pre-eminent power in women’s
badminton since the early 1980s.
The semi-final was a thrilling battle between the titleholders and the hosts, desperate to make history on home
turf. The Thais drew their energy from the thick crowd that
egged them on after every point. China fought gamely
despite the inexperience of their first two singles players –
Chen Yufei (against Ratchanok Intanon) and Gao Fangjie

(against Nitchaon Jindapol). China’s doubles stood up to
the challenge, with Chen Qingchen/Jia Yifan and Huang
Yaqiong/Tang Jinhua levelling the deficits suffered in the
singles. This set up a thrilling decider between Li Xuerui
and home hope Busanan Ongbamrungphan.
While Li had experience on her side, what weighed against
her was that she had only recently made a full comeback
from injury. An inspired Ongbamrungphan powered
past the struggling Chinese star, 21-11 21-9, triggering
delirious celebrations as she catapulted Thailand into their
first-ever Uber Cup final.
The hosts couldn’t have dreamt of better!
In the other semi-final, Korea stretched Japan, taking the
contest to the fourth match where young prodigies Lee
Yu Rim and Baek Ha Na had Misaki Matsutomo/Ayaka
Takahashi in a spot of bother by taking the first game.
However, the reigning Olympic champions showed their
class, ushering Japan safely into the final.

In Shi Yuqi and the Men’s Doubles pair of Li Junhui and
Liu Yuchen, China found their heroes after an early deficit.
Kento Momota, the dazzling star of Japan’s campaign,
outclassed Chen Long in the opening duel. World
champions Zhang Nan/Liu Cheng made it 1-1 beating
Takuto Inoue/Yuki Kaneko.
After Shi won the crucial second singles to put China 2-1
ahead, Li and Liu showed tremendous grit under pressure,
saving two match points against scratch combination
Keigo Sonoda and Yuta Watanabe to secure the Men’s
World Team Championship.
Though Japan lost, their spirited display made a grand
impression. They came through the toughest group
– against Chinese Taipei, Germany and Hong Kong –
dropping just two matches.

China’s Young Heroes

The semi-final against Denmark was an engrossing tie.
Asian champion Momota struck first, beating World
champion Viktor Axelsen. Denmark’s doubles strength
forced a fifth match, but veteran Jan Jorgensen (3) could
not contain the attacking yet unheralded Kanta Tsuneyama
(5), who blew past him in 47 minutes.

In the men’s tournament, China’s young generation came
good on the big stage to recapture the Thomas Cup (4) six
years after their nation last lifted the trophy.

The other semi-final saw China comfortably ousting
Indonesia 3-1, with Chen Long, Shi Yuqi and Li Junhui/Liu
Yuchen delivering the tie.

2

UBER CUP FINAL: JAPAN BEAT THAILAND 3-0
WS1: AKANE YAMAGUCHI (JPN) BT RATCHANOK INTANON
(THA) 21-15 21-19
WD1: YUKI FUKUSHIMA/SAYAKA HIROTA (JPN) BT
JONGKOLPHAN KITITHARAKUL/PUTTITA SUPAJIRAKUL (THA)
21-18 21-12
WS2: NOZOMI OKUHARA (JPN) BT NITCHAON JINDAPOL (THA)
21-12 21-9
THOMAS CUP FINAL: CHINA BEAT JAPAN 3-1
MS1: KENTO MOMOTA (JPN) BT CHEN LONG (CHN) 21-9 21-18
MD1: ZHANG NAN/LIU CHENG (CHN) BT TAKUTO INOUE/YUKI
KANEKO (JPN) 21-10 21-18
MS2: SHI YUQI (CHN) BT KENTA NISHIMOTO (JPN) 21-12 21-17
MD2: LI JUNHUI/LIU YUCHEN (CHN) BT YUTA WATANABE/
KEIGO SONODA (JPN) 17-21 21-19 22-20

3

4
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THUMBS-UP FOR
FIXED-HEIGHT SERVICE

The BWF Council at the
Annual General Meeting.

On Saturday 19 May, the BWF membership
approved the BWF Council’s proposal for a fixedheight service.
The vote at the BWF Annual General Meeting
achieved the two-thirds majority, with 177 votes
out of 222 votes effecting this important change.

Since March, BWF has been testing an
Experimental Service Law (Fixed Height). It
stipulates that “the whole of the shuttle shall
be below 1.15 metres from the surface of the
court at the instant of being hit by the server’s
racket”. A measuring instrument was introduced
to assist service judges in officiating this new Law.
This change is seen as an improvement over
the previous service rule which depended on
the height of a player’s bottom rib which was
sometimes difficult to determine.

Guests at the welcome dinner were
treated to sumptuous Thai fare.

“The serve is an integral part of badminton. After
detailed consultations with coaches from top
badminton countries – and having tested the
Experimental Service Law – we are confident
that we have improved how the service laws are
applied to ensure greater fairness,” said BWF
President Poul-Erik Høyer.
The BWF Council will continue testing until 10
December to determine if 1.15 metres is the
correct height or if this should be adjusted. BWF
will also consider how technology could support
the implementation of the fixed-height service.
Meanwhile, badminton will continue to be played
under the 3x21 (three games to 21 points) scoring
system as the BWF Council’s proposal to change
to five games to 11 points did not receive the
required two-thirds majority.

BWF Secretary General Thomas Lund
addresses the Annual General Meeting.

Votes being counted on the proposal
for a change of scoring system.
BADMINTON WORLD FEDERATION

A total of 252 votes were cast by the BWF
membership, with 129 votes in favour of changing
the scoring format while 123 votes went against
the motion. A total of 168 votes would have been
necessary for the scoring system to be changed.
A related proposal to reduce on-court coaching
and introduce time-outs was subsequently
withdrawn given its integration with the scoringsystem innovation.
“Our membership has spoken and we respect its
decision to retain three games to 21 points, though
clearly our proposal resonated with a significant
section of our membership,” said Høyer, thanking
delegates for their thorough deliberations.
Given the topics on the AGM agenda, the theme
of change was in the air at the BWF Members’
Forum the previous day.
Continues on Page 8

Keynote speaker at the BWF
Members’ Forum: Sonja Piontek.

Chair of the BWF Para-Badminton
Athletes’ Commission, Richard Perot,
speaks to delegates.

BWF President Poul-Erik Høyer and Badminton
Association of Thailand President, Khunying Patama
Leeswadtrakul, share a toast at the welcome dinner.
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Sonja Piontek’s keynote speech – entitled Magic
Happens outside the Comfort Zone – tapped into
the Forum’s theme Enhancing Badminton’s Future Right Time, Right Now, noting that while “leaving the
comfort zone is never easy…it is worth every single
step of the way”.
“Change is scary! I had a fancy career...an awesome
life. I was loving it…why would anyone in their right
mind leave? I had this feeling that in order to soar,
I had to leave my corporate life. It was the singlemost difficult decision in my life,” disclosed the former
business executive.

Delegates from the Badminton
Oceania confederation enjoy
the welcome dinner.

While “doubt is natural”, Piontek said people who are
considering change should “focus on the positive”
because “whatever the dangers of the action we take,
the dangers of inaction are far greater…(and) the
price of doing the same thing is far higher.”
In his presentation, BWF Council Member Gregory
Verpoorten stressed that, while badminton is in a great
place, it can be better, and that BWF must continue
enhancing the sport. Addressing more than 130 of the
international federation’s member associations, he
asserted that “BWF has a responsibility to take steps
to ensure elite badminton is presented well and to
ensure the entertainment level is high”.
The Members’ Forum included other forward-looking
presentations such as A Changing World of Sports
by Managing Director of Infront Pan-Asia, Ian Mathie;
Sports Presentation by Rudy Roedyanto (Indonesia
Badminton Association – PBSI) and Adrian Christie
(Badminton England) and Alison Giles of Great Big
Events. There were also afternoon break-out sessions
on Gender Equity – Beyond Ticking the Boxes
and Sport Integrity – Match Manipulation and
Corruption on Court.

BWF Distinguished Service Award winners (from left)
Gunther Klutzke (Germany), Nahathai Sornprachum
(Thailand) and Miguel Diaz Fernandez (Cuba).

Delegates joined teams in the TOTAL BWF Thomas
& Uber Cup Finals 2018 for a welcome dinner on
Friday 18 May, co-hosted by BWF and the Badminton
Association of Thailand (BAT). Featuring a parade
of nations, the gala event was also an opportunity
for BWF to salute three long-standing administrators
with Distinguished Service Awards: Miguel Diaz
Fernandez (Cuba), Gunther Klutzke (Germany) and
Nahathai Sornprachum (Thailand).

Indonesia’s Uber Cup
squad and entourage.

A Thai cultural presentation
at the welcome dinner.

Hong Kong players boarded a tuk-tuk
for a photo with event mascot, Iyara.

Delegates at the BWF Members’ Forum.
BADMINTON WORLD FEDERATION
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A ‘RACKET’ ABOUT
SPORTS SCIENCE
How has Chinese Taipei’s badminton transformed so dramatically?

This was among the intriguing topics at the 6th World Congress of Racket Sports
Science (25-26 May) in Bangkok. The Congress attracted 150 participants from
30 countries across all five continents and was held on the sidelines of the TOTAL
BWF Thomas & Uber Cup Finals 2018.
This forum, jointly organised by the Badminton Association of Thailand, Mahidol
University and Badminton World Federation and supported by the International
Tennis Federation and the International Table Tennis Federation, dealt with
several contemporary issues in the three major racket sports: badminton, table
tennis and tennis.
Delegates engaged with reputed researchers who were invited as keynote
speakers. There were also oral sessions which were theme-based. The sessions
covered a broad range of topics including physiology, fitness, nutrition,
psychology, technique and training methodology.
The strategy of transforming badminton coaching in Chinese Taipei’s national team
was one of the oral sessions on the opening day of the congress. Presented by
Chih-Yi Chen of National Taiwan University, the research dealt with the processes,
specifically on the constituting of different levels of coaches and the system of
qualification, remuneration, recruitment and evaluation that has led to a spurt in
the number of Chinese Taipei players in world badminton’s elite ranks.

Prof. Alisa Nana of Mahidol University
(Thailand) addressed participants (inset) on
‘Sports Nutrition for High Performance’.
The keynote address was delivered by Emeritus Professor at Liverpool John
Moores Univesity, Adrian Lees, who spoke on The Past, Present, and Future
of Racket Sport Science. After welcome addresses by BWF President
Poul-Erik Høyer and Badminton Association of Thailand President Khunying
Patama Leeswadtrakul, the first plenary lecture, How Biomechanics Improve
Badminton Technique, was delivered by Chien-Lu Tsai of National Taiwan
Normal University.
Plenary lectures that followed addressed injuries in racket sports (Somsak
Kupniratsaikul); recovery (Alexander Ferrauti), talent identification in
badminton (Johan Pion), sports nutrition (Alisa Nana) and sport psychology
(Naruepon Vongjaturapat). Other presenters included Marla Frances
Tan Mallari of University of the Philippines, Anil Ramachandran of Kannur
University, Andrea Gutierrez-Suarez of the University of A Coruña and
Gongbing Shan (University of Lethbridge). The latter’s biomechanics lecture
dealt with body positioning on smash quality – a useful finding was how
beginners could be taught to smash with better body positioning.

ONLINE SHUTTLE
TIME; INNOVATIVE
COACH EDUCATION SALAZAR RESIGNS

Several studies in tennis and table tennis featured prominently too, including
a comparison of health and sport-related fitness on college badminton and
tennis players (Yi-Chun Lin); the role of junior success in predicting senior
success (Li Pingwei); ball speed and spin (Hiroo Takahashi and Ryogo
Kashiwagi) and ball data analysis (Shunsuke Murakami).

In July, BWF launched an online module of its grassroots development
programme, Shuttle Time, allowing participants to cover its theoretical
aspects. Thereafter, they can complete their Shuttle Time training with a
shorter face-to-face course on its practical elements.

In May, the Badminton World Federation accepted the resignation of its Deputy
President Gustavo Salazar Delgado due to personal reasons, unrelated to
BWF business.

This individual approach reduces the requirement for attendance at a two-day
course by blending online and face-to-face learning.

BWF President Poul-Erik Høyer thanked Salazar for his many years of service
on Council and his significant commitment and contribution to badminton.

***

As a result, the BWF now has a casual vacancy for the position of Deputy
President and, as per clause 18.15 of the BWF Constitution, “a person acting
in that role shall be appointed by Council from within Council and a successor
shall be elected for the remainder of the original term at the next AGM” taking
into account the notice periods required under clause 15.1 for the calling of
nominations.

Top coaches from 12 Asian countries strengthened their national badminton
systems in June by attending the pilot programme for BWF’s Level 3 Coach
Education course.
For five days in Malaysia, leading coach educators worked with the coaches
and are now following up with them on long-term projects to improve
badminton structures in the coaches’ countries.
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Therefore, the earliest that an election can be held for the Deputy President
post is at next year’s BWF Annual General Meeting.
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Badminton players (from second left) Viktor Axelsen, Goh Jin Wei,
Chan Peng Soon, Goh Liu Ying and Tai Tzu Ying are pictured with
Royal Selangor Executive Director Chen Tien Yue (far left) and BWF
Commercial & Communications Director Owen Leed (far right) at
the Unveiling Ceremony of the HSBC BWF World Tour Finals Trophy
at the Royal Selangor Visitor Centre in Malaysia.

LEARNING THE TRADE (from left): Chan Peng Soon, Viktor Axelsen, Tai Tzu Ying, Goh
Liu Ying and Goh Jin Wei (partly hidden) made their own pewter bowls, under the watchful
eye of Royal Selangor’s School of Hard Knocks Sales Associate, Amirrullah Wei bin Ismail.

BWF AND ROYAL SELANGOR
IN TROPHY PARTNERSHIP
The Badminton World Federation (BWF) has
announced Royal Selangor as the Official Trophy
Partner of the HSBC BWF World Tour Finals.

This revelation came at an Unveiling Ceremony
of the HSBC BWF World Tour Finals Trophy at the
Royal Selangor Visitor Centre in Malaysia in late
June.
Welcoming Royal Selangor to the international
badminton
family,
BWF
Commercial
&
Communications Director Owen Leed cited the
company’s “iconic status as one of the Malaysia’s
most recognisable and respected brands”.
“As a global sports federation based in Malaysia,
BWF is pleased to partner with Royal Selangor
in this significant venture. Known for its amazing
creations from pewter, Royal Selangor will produce
14 large trophies for display on the television court

at the Finals, Super 1000, Super 750 and Super
500 events. Additionally, there will be 32 smaller
trophies for the winners for the next four years
and 32 runners-up plates. Royal Selangor also
produces the medals for all BWF Major Events,”
elaborated Leed.
Royal Selangor Executive Director Chen Tien Yue
stated: “Royal Selangor is excited to be the Official
Trophy Partner of the HSBC BWF World Tour
Finals. We’ve been working with BWF since 2017
for their medal needs, and we have just taken the
relationship further by signing this new partnership.
This iconic HSBC BWF World Tour Finals trophy is
unique to host city Guangzhou and we are proud
of it.”
The HSBC BWF World Tour Finals Trophy was
exclusively crafted for BWF’s year-end showpiece
in Guangzhou, China (2018-2021), that will host the

eight top singles players and doubles pairs on the
HSBC Race To Guangzhou Rankings. The trophy
design was inspired by the iconic Canton Tower’s
spiralling open lattice structure which is captured
dynamically in pewter.
The trophy received the seal of approval from star
players, Viktor Axelsen (Denmark), Chan Peng
Soon, Goh Liu Ying and Goh Jin Wei (Malaysia),
and Tai Tzu Ying (Chinese Taipei) – all of whom
were in attendance and who are aiming to qualify
for the Finals and to get their hands on the status
symbol of on-court supremacy.
“These trophies are beautiful and befitting of the
Finals. I will definitely be working hard to reach the
Finals in December and I hope to be lifting one
of these trophies,” said world No.1 Men’s Singles
player, Viktor Axelsen.

‘PEACE’-FUL AGREEMENT

On the sidelines of the SportAccord Convention in Bangkok in April, the
Badminton World Federation signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
Peace and Sport.
The two organisations have collaborated well on past projects in Colombia,
Dubai, Haiti and Timor Leste, using badminton as a catalyst to effect positive
outcomes and hope to replicate this success in future initiatives. The renewal
of this partnership followed BWF and its 189-strong membership joining in
Peace and Sport’s annual celebration of the International Day of Sport for
Development and Peace on 6 April and the #WhiteCard campaign.
“We constantly see how sport can transcend conflict and foster crosscultural goodwill, friendship and peace. BWF looks forward to intensifying our
partnership with Peace and Sport to continue sharing great values globally
– not only about sport, but also about life and relationships among different
people,” said BWF President Poul-Erik Høyer after the brief signing ceremony
last Thursday.
President and Founder of Peace and Sport, Joel Bouzou, was equally
enthusiastic about collaborating with BWF again.
BWF President Poul-Erik Høyer (seated right)
and President and Founder of Peace and
Sport, Joel Bouzou (seated left), showed their
support for Peace and Sport’s #WhiteCard
campaign, following the signing ceremony.

They were joined by BWF Secretary General
Thomas Lund (right), BWF Council Member
Robbert de Kock (centre) and IOC Head of
Athlete Programmes, Kaveh Mehrabi.
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“We are very happy about our continuing cooperation with BWF. We share
the same conviction that badminton can be a powerful tool to promote social
development and improve living conditions for vulnerable communities.”
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